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Just a thought ... Broken jug – Jim Collins 
 
Some years ago, I heard on the news that museum staff from a mansion in Ipswich were trying to 
find a little boy who was devastated after accidentally smashing a historic jug.  The staff wanted the 
boy to know the 18th Century Delftware puzzle jug he knocked off a window ledge had been fixed. 
Thanks to a Conservation Officer’s efforts, each of the 65 pieces it broke into had been 
painstakingly glued. 
 
I can recall on occasions as a young boy, the disappointment I experienced when some of my 
favourite toys were broken beyond repair. I had to face the fact that the joy of play they once 
offered was no more. 
 
As life goes on, brokenness with material things continues. The washing machine leaks, the freezer 
defrosts even when switched on, the shower fails, and the car breaks down (hopefully not all on the 
same day!). These things are replaceable, but what do we do when our hearts and lives get broken? 
– when people break their promises made to us, when all hope is lost, trust is shattered and 
misunderstanding divides?  
 
The current global coronavirus pandemic has brought additional brokenness into the lives of many 
people, breaking apart things once taken for granted, breaking the economy, our assurance for 
future plans and our confidence. 
 
It has been said “God will mend a broken heart if you give Him all the pieces.” David the Psalmist 
shares about his brokenness in Psalm 31: he speaks of his affliction, distress, anguish and sorrow. 
His strength had failed, and he was a ‘dread to his friends’, even forgotten by them as though dead.  
David said, “I have become like broken pottery.” (Psalm 31:12) In his need, David put his trust in the 
Lord because he knew God held every moment and circumstance of his life in His strong hands. 
 
Another psalmist gave praise to the Lord saying, “He heals the broken-hearted and binds up their 
wounds.” (Psalm 147:3) The prophet Isaiah spoke of the Lord as the One who was ‘anointed to 
preach the good news’ ... and ‘sent to bind up the broken-hearted’... (Isaiah 61:1) 
 
God longs for us to know He is the fixer of broken hearts and lives: “The Lord is close to the broken-
hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit  ...” (Psalm 34:18) 
 
When we make God our refuge, we will know His healing love and touch restoring us. David the 
psalmist experienced this. He said, “At day’s end I’m ready for sound sleep, for You, God, have put 
my life back together.” (Psalm 4:8 - The Message Bible) 
 
 
 



Back to Church? – Barrie Chivers 
 
Last Sunday we had our first service live streamed from the church building.  The Leadership Team 
sees this as a step towards meeting together physically, although initially socially distanced.  On 
Monday the ‘rule of six’ came into effect, making it illegal for more than six people to gather socially, 
indoors or out.  This rule does not apply to places of worship, where Covid secure arrangements are 
in place.  When we surveyed the congregation in June, relatively few people were keen to get back 
to church as soon as possible.  Now, nearly 3 months on, we'd like to hear from you how you feel 
now about meeting in the church building. Please let us have your views by emailing 
barrie.chivers@onetel.com or phone me on 01803 853264. 
 
I recently read a helpful article by Andy Hunter of the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical 
Churches (FIEC).  In it, he acknowledges the benefits of online church - no stressful 10am rush to get 
out, no need to find a parking space, a guaranteed comfortable seat (with coffee in hand) - and says 
(with tongue in cheek) ‘Perhaps all those physical services were an anachronism - necessary before 
we had Zoom and YouTube, but like printed hymnbooks and pedal-organs, they can now be 
dispensed with.’  He then goes on to look at what the New Testament says and how early Christians 
at times had to communicate remotely.  He picks up a feeling that physical distance inevitably creates 
some sort of relational distance.  He goes on to say that human beings were created not as virtual 
but as physical beings, in the image of a relational God.  This gives us our instinct to be in community 
and connected with others.  He reflects on Jesus, God become man, who physically touched and was 
touched by people.  Andy states that non-physical connections may be good, but they can never be 
the best.  When we gather physically (in the same spatial location) it is an expression of our unity: 
‘look, here we are together!’ 
 
Of course, in this age of coronavirus there can be no touching, handshaking, or hugging - whether 
physically together or not. Does that mean that socially distanced church services are no better than 
FaceTime?  Andy’s answer is ‘No’, because physical connectedness is more than just physical touch: 
it’s about proximity and reality. 
• It’s the difference you feel between seeing a picture of the Queen and being in the same room 
as her. 
• It’s the difference between being with your bereaved friend at the funeral service and saying 
you watched it on the live stream. 
• It’s the difference between watching the baptism on an overflow screen in an adjacent room 
as opposed to sitting beside the tank. 
So, he says, the question is not ‘is it ok to watch church services online?’ but, rather ‘would it be 
better, if safe for me to do so, to be at church services with my brothers and sisters? To give physical 
expression to the unity of God’s people and to experience it in the fullest possible way that I was 
created to do?’ 
 
You can read the full article at https://fiec.org.uk/resources/why-church-in-person-is-better 
 
So what do you think?  Please get in touch via the details above. 
 
 
 



Prayer Chain – Jen Bache 
 
Hello everyone, l have taken on the role of prayer chain co-ordinator, so please continue to send 
any prayer requests, as well as any answered prayer, to me at jennifer.bache95@gmail.com  
 
We live in ever-changing and uncertain times, but how good it is that the Lord is our constant 
source of strength and our ever-lasting hope. 
 
We can continue to trust all our concerns and requests to Him. “This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God ; that if we ask anything according to His will,He will hear us.”  1 John 5 v 14 
 
Shoe Boxes and Rucksacks – Judy Lee 
 
Ladies Evening Fellowship are filling rucksacks for the homeless and shoe boxes for needy children.  
Due to coronavirus we cannot meet as a group but Jenny Pocock (850219) and I (858383) are happy 
to co-ordinate and pack rucksacks and boxes.   
 
Please be generous in donations of cash or items: mens’ scarves, hats, gloves and. deodorants.  
Hand gels and small torches.  Children – small soft toys, balls, small games and cars. Girls’ hairbands 
etc.   
 
If. you wish to fill your own box or rucksack both are available to fill.  Please ring me or Jenny with 
enquiries.  We are happy to deliver items and collect donations. 
 
Article from “Good News” September edition – Edwin Pocock 
 
The hardest part of Dr Roy Chandra-Ramanan’s job during the pandemic has been telling families 
that their loved one has to go into intensive care.  But Roy has been humbled by the graciousness 
shown to him by the families of Covid-19 sufferers, who have reacted with dignity when receiving 
the bad news.   
 
Roy, aged 32, originally from London but now living in Newport, Wales, is a specialist in geriatric 
medicine/care of the elderly and frail.  At the time of writing he was working on an elderly care 
ward in Nevill Hall Hospital in Abergavenny looking after patients with fractures and orthopaedic 
problems.  His wife and son have been staying with his in-laws as a precaution, so being away from 
his family through this traumatic time has been ‘very tough’.  Roy says, ‘since the pandemic started, 
I have been looking after patients with suspected Covid-19 in the community and in hospital.  At 
one point in Chepstow hospital I had the pleasure of looking after 32 patients, of which 26 had 
Covid-19.  So, I have been pretty involved in caring for patients with Covid, but not as involved as 
the amazing intensive care, A&E and anaesthetic Dr’s who have been doing very invasive 
procedures and putting themselves at more risk than many of us.’ 
 
Prayer has been important to Roy throughout the pandemic: ‘I have been fortunate enough to only 
write Covid-19 on a death certificate on 2 occasions.  That in itself has been a massive answer to my 
prayers.  I was asked to step up into a senior role at Chepstow hospital, and God put me in an 
environment where I was able to thrive and do my best, which I did not anticipate at all.  Another 
key prayer that was answered was the unbelievable humility of family and friends of patients who 



had Covid-19 as they faced difficult discussions and decisions regarding escalation of treatment 
when patients became more unwell.  They were all agreeable and felt that we were treating their 
loved one to the best of our ability.’  This was a real encouragement to him.  
  
Roy was brought up in a Christian family but realised in his teen years that he did not have his own 
faith.  He began to explore science at university and questioned why he was brought up to accept 
the creation story whilst also being taught Darwin’s theory of evolution.  ‘This sparked my curiosity 
and I began to read books by Christian authors such as William Lane Craig, C S Lewis and Lee 
Strobel.  This really opened my eyes, made me realise who the creator was, and what I mean to 
him.  So, I would say that it was really during university that I fully committed my life to Jesus and 
wanted to build a relationship with him in order to become more like him.’  
 
Roy says that the challenges of working in a hospital during the pandemic have strengthened his 
faith in Christ, not weakened it.  ‘During a crisis, when you are a Christian, you always revert to 
asking God - Why has this happened?  In my heart I built up this sense of don’t ask why it is 
happening, accept and develop your character as God wanted you too during this crisis.  But giving 
bad news on a daily basis to 2 or 3 families takes its toll, so I hand that over to God, and do the best 
I can to comfort those who might be upset as that is part and parcel of being a doctor, especially 
when you work with the elderly.’  Seeing how fragile life is helps Roy get life in perspective: “God 
has really given me a sense of being happy with what I have, and looking forward to what he has 
promised us, and not get caught up in this world and what it has to offer, as it is like chasing the 
wind.’ 
 
Taken from ‘Good News’ September edition. 
 
Songs for Sunday Morning - Christian Copyright License - 5124 
 
These are the songs that will be sung during the church service on Sunday Morning 
 

Come, people of the Risen King 
Who delight to bring Him praise 
Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the Morning Star of grace 
From the shifting shadows of the earth 
We will lift our eyes to Him 
Where steady arms of mercy reach 
To gather children in 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, 
rejoice! 
 
Come, those whose joy is morning sun 
And those weeping through the night 
Come, those who tell of battles won 
And those struggling in the fight 
For His perfect love will never change 

And His mercies never cease 
But follow us through all our days 
With the certain hope of peace 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, 
rejoice! 
 
Come, young and old from every land 
Men and women of the faith 
Come, those with full or empty hands 
Find the riches of His grace 
Over all the world, His people sing 
Shore to shore we hear them call 
The Truth that cries through every age: 
"Our God is all in all"! 



Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, 
rejoice! 
 
Keith and Kristen Gerry and Stuart Townend  
Ó 2007 Thankyou Music/Capitol CMG 
Publishing/Integritymusic.com 
 
There's a place where the streets shine 
With the glory of the Lamb. 
There's a way, we can go there, 
We can live there beyond time. 
 
Because of You, because of You, 
Because of Your love, 
Because of Your blood. 
 
No more pain, no more sadness, 
No more suffering, no more tears. 
No more sin, no more sickness, 
No injustice, no more death. 
 
Chorus: 
Because of You, because of You, 
Because of Your love, 
Because of Your blood. 
 
All our sins are washed away, 
And we can live forever, 
Now we have this hope, 
Because of You. 
Oh, we'll see You face to face, 
And we will dance together 
In the city of our God, 
Because of You. 
 
There is joy everlasting, 
There is gladness, there is peace. 
There is wine ever flowing, 
There's a wedding, there's a feast. 
 
Chorus: 
Because of You, because of You… 
 

Paul Oakley Ó 1995 Thankyou Music/Capitol CMG 
Publishing/Integritymusic.com 
 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind 
forgive our foolish ways; 
re-clothe us in our rightful mind; 
in purer lives Thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
beside the Syrian sea, 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow Thee. 
 
O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 
 
With that deep hush subduing all 
our words and works that drown 
the tender whisper of Thy call, 
as noiseless let Thy blessing fall 
as fell Thy manna down. 
 
Drop Thy still dews of quietness 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our hearts the strain and stress 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of Thy peace. 
 
Breath through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake  
 wind and fire, 
O still small voice of calm! 
 
John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-92) 

 
 

I have taken on the task of collating the Weekly Welcome – At Home whilst it is needed.  
If you do have any news or words of encouragement do email me at 
geoff.andrews61@gmail.com or telephone and leave a message on 01803 854718.  Space 
is limited but I will try to incorporate these.  Geoff 


